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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


SIR: 


Prior to calculation of the filing fee, please make the following 



amendments, referring to claims 1-18 as originally filed in the parent application. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please CANCEL claims 1-18 without prejudice. 
Please ADD new claims 19-62 reading as follows: 
Claim 19. (new) A method of preparing gel particles comprising: 
a) forming a hot aqueous solution of a gelling agent, the solution being gellable at a 


